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Welcome to St Patrick’s Nursery!

Reception staff:  
Class teacher – Mrs Farrington
Nursery Nurse – Mrs Saunderson
We plan and work closely together in order to ensure we meet all the children’s needs in terms of learning and social and emotional well-being. While we all work with and get to know all the children, it is important for children and their families to have someone who is their “special” person, and first point of contact. This will be your child’s “Key Person” and will support them while they settle into Nursery and whenever they need.

Well-being, zones of regulation and behaviour
At St Patrick’s we teach children to understand their feelings and help them learn to talk about them in order to help them regulate themselves. We know people need to feel happy and safe in order to learn effectively. Your child will learn about the zones of regulation, which are central to our whole school approach to behaviour and well-being.

	We talk about how we feel relating to the zones and explore what makes us feel different ways. Children learn that we all feel different ways at different times and how to talk about this. We will also explore strategies that help us move “back to green” so we feel good and are ready to learn effectively.

These skills help us as adults too!
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Tapestry
We use Tapestry to help us monitor and celebrate each child’s learning. You will receive an email soon after your child starts Nursery to activate your Tapestry account so that you can see pictures and notes about what your child is doing and learning in school and some of the things they are enjoying.  
Food and drink

Children should bring a healthy packed lunch (no sweets, chocolate or drinks other than water) on the days they are in for the full day. We also share a sociable snack each day with fruit and milk. Children can have a drink of water whenever they need throughout the day.

The Foundation Stage principles and curriculum
At St Patrick’s the key principles of early years practice are at the heart of everything we do. 
These are: A unique child, Positive relationships, Learning and development and Enabling environments with teaching and support from adults.
Teaching and learning includes play-based activities chosen by children, and those which are adult-led, whether in a small group or whole-class teaching. The balance between the different types of learning develops with your child as they move through Nursery towards Reception.
The Foundation Stage curriculum is made up of seven “areas of learning”. These are:
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· Communication and language
· Physical development
· Personal, social and emotional development
· Literacy 
· Mathematics
· Understanding the world
· Expressive arts and design
We plan for teaching and learning by linking these different areas through a wide variety of attractive and engaging activities and themes, taking ideas from the children’s interests as well as events happening around the time. We base much of our planning around books, carefully choosing special texts to use over several weeks. As we move through the book, we find ways to involve the children in meaningful activities linked to the text to help them in all areas of learning. We continually discuss children’s next steps and interests, and take these into account as we plan.

It is very important that your child is in school on time and that you are on time to collect them.
Clothing
Children should wear comfortable and practical clothes or the school tracksuit. Footwear should be Velcro fastening or pull on to allow independence. All clothing should be clearly named, including coats. Please note that children access a lot of practical activities, including outdoor ones, so clothing may become messy at times. This shows they are learning and having fun!

At St Patrick’s Religious Education and our ethos of peace, love and understanding is also at the heart of all we do.











Good attendance helps your child to make friends and learn!





The school day begins at 8.45 and ends at 3.15!
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PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT ALL UNIFORM IS NAMED!





Please keep an eye on the school Twitter and website for up to date information relating to the start of term and school in general: Twitter: @st_patricks


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.stpatricksliverpool.co.uk" �www.stpatricksliverpool.co.uk� 


Twitter: @st_patricks   








